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The gravity of the shipping position in the United Kingdom
.                   and the  consequent  establishment  of
ipping,               ^ Ministry of Shipping Control led in
India to the appointment of an experienced officer whose business
was to control shipping in Indian waters. The movement to
Europe of the commodities which were regulated by Government,
was arranged by the Ministry of Shipping with the Calcutta
Liners' Conference. A systematic scheme for the rnost econo-
mical utilisation of the available tonnage was gradually evolved,
and encouragement was given to the establishment of the ship-
building industry in India. The shortage of material due to
Government requirements rendered it difficult to make any
substantial progress in the construction of steel ships, but m
Burma, Madras, Bengal and Bombay, a certain revival in the
indigenous industry of wooden ship-building resulted.
In 1917, moreover, owing, to the sowing of mines in Indian
waters by a,n enemy mine layer, it was found necessary to provide
trawlers for mine-sweeping in the neighbourhood of the various
defended ports. At first the direction and responsibility of the
work devolved on the Royal Indian Marine, but after some
months the organisation for mine sweeping and patrolling
was placed directly under the Naval Commander-m-Chief in
the East Indies, the Royal Indian Marine remaining respon-
sible for the provision of suitable vessels, and the supply
of the requisite personnel to man them.
In the matter of land transport, mention is made in another
place of the excellent service which the
Railways.              Indian railways have rendered during
the course of the war. The construction and working of military
railways in the East depended almost entirely on the Indian
railway system for staff and materials. The depletion of the
staff and rolling stock in India through the demands made upon
it from overseas threw a great strain upon all Railway Depart-
ments, but the efficiency and self-sacrifice with which the work
was carried out under conditions of great difficulty have won
the whole-hearted commendation of all observers. As one
illustration of the work accomplished, mention maybe made
of the Nushki Extension Railway, referred to above.
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